
 

CITY OF VICTOR 

Planning & Building Department 
 

 

32 Elm St.  Tel: (208) 787-2940 
Victor, ID 83455 1 www.victorcityidaho.com 

Date: May 19, 2020 

From: Kimberly Kolner, Planning and Zoning Director 

To: Mayor, Councilwoman, & Department Heads 

Subject: Barriers to entry  

 

Background 

Since the adoption of the Land Development Code in 2015, the expectation on new development has elevated. The 

goal was to have better quality development that was less risk or expense to the City.  This in turn put the burden on 

the developers. In the past several years there have been a handful of developments that have had to change their 

development plans or expressed concern with these addition burdens specifically related to the requirement of 

installing sidewalks and street trees. Section 12.3.2 of the Land Development Code, outlines the requirements for 

sidewalks and street trees on existing roadways.  

 

Discussion 

While none of the applicants have requested a variance of this Section of the Code, they have clearly experienced 

hardship because of it. The reasons they have mentioned include cost and the disconnection of a sidewalks being 

installed when there are no other sidewalks. This occurs when the subdivision was platted prior to the code requiring 

sidewalks and street trees. Some developments in those same subdivision have not had to install sidewalks and street 

trees. However, the LDC requires that any new development be held to the higher standards of installing such 

amenities.  

 

There are several options of how to proceed moving forward.  

• The first being no action. This would be reinforced by the Comprehensive Plan Questionnaire results of 

people wanting more connectivity and mobility. This would mean that the requirements would not change, 

and the City would be taking a stronger stance on our expectations of new development.  

• The second option would be to remove the regulation completely. This would eliminate the burden on all 

new development and return the expectations to those prior to the major code amendment.  

• The third option is to find a balance to better represent the circumstances on the ground. Not the one size 

fits all approaches of the first two options. This would require that the code have a list of qualifications. If 

those qualifies are met, then the development is either required or exempt from installing sidewalks and 

street trees. It would allow blocks with older development to be exempt while still requiring sidewalks and 

street trees in areas that are new to development regardless of the age of the subdivision. The City would still 

have the ability to enact a local LID if sidewalks proved necessary in areas that have not be required to install 

them at the time of development.  
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Conclusion 

Staff is looking for direction on what way to proceed with this possible code amendment. If an amendment is 

proposed it would take place staff needs further direction regarding if they should take action on the amendment 

right way or wait and processed at the same time as other code amendments after the Comprehensive Plan is 

concluded.  

 

 


